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The Austrian Federal Ministry of Defence, the Austrian Centre for Peace (ACP) under the aegis of the 
European Security and Defence College (ESDC) have the honour of co-organising the Course on 
Comprehensive Protection of Civilians, to be held in Stadtschlaining from 10 to 14 November 2025. 

International legal frameworks call upon the international community and parties in conflicts to implement far­
reaching measures to protect and support civilian populations in situations of armed conflict. The content of 
this course reflects a broad interpretation of protection, which goes beyond the provision of protection from 
physical violence but also includes the creation of larger protective environments and the implementation of 
activities that enhance the rights of individuals in accordance with international humanitarian law, human 
rights, and refugee law. The five-day course prepares mid- to senior level staff from the armed forces, police, 
political bodies, and non-governmental organisations, as well as individual civilian experts involved in 
peacekeeping and/or international crisis management at the operational level for the challenges of protecting 
civilian populations in contexts of armed conflict or post-conflict situations. They will gain enhanced 
knowledge of actors, and their roles and responsibilities related to the subject matter and will subsequently 
be able to analyse the specific threats, needs and rights of different vulnerable groups of civilians to develop 
and implement context-sensitive, comprehensive, integrated strategies and measures to improve the 
situation of civilians in armed conflicts. Latest international developments in the subject matter will thereby 
be considered. 

The course was developed in close cooperation between the Federal Ministry of Defence and the Austrian 
Centre for Peace and has furthermore been supported by the Federal Chancellery of the Republic of Austria, 
the Federal Ministry of Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs and the Federal Ministry of Interior. It confirms 
Austria's continuous effort to promote the protection of civilians in armed conflicts. Since 2014, the course 
has been part of the academic programme of the European Security and Defence College (ESDC) and has 
furthermore been certified by the Integrated Training Service of the United Nations Department for Peace 
Operations. 

We would be pleased if you could nominate suitable candidates for this training activity, which offers them 
an excellent opportunity to gain an insight into protection of civilians policies in the international context and 
CSDP and contribute to achieving the ultimate goal of the course, namely providing Member States and EU 
institutions with knowledgeable personnel, able to work in CSDP-related fields. 

Please find attached details concerning the registration process and a tentative programme. 

The course (residential formula) is open to third countries and international organisations. 
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